
February 18, 2003

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Dear Supervisors:

CONVEYANCE OF COUNTY SURPLUS REAL PROPERTY TO THE
WILLIAM S. HART UNION HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT

CANYON COUNTRY LIBRARY, 18536 SOLEDAD CANYON ROAD,
SANTA CLARITA (FIFTH) (4 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD:

1. Make a finding that the County real property as legally described in the attached
Exhibit “A” is not required for County purposes.

2. Make a finding that the conveyance of this property is categorically exempt under the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).

3. Approve the conveyance of this property to the William S. Hart Union High School
District (District) for the amount of $350,000.

4. Approve and instruct the Chair to execute the attached Purchase and Sale Agreement
and Quitclaim Deed, both of which have been approved as to form by County Counsel.

5. Authorize the Chief Administrative Office (CAO) to execute any other documents
necessary to complete the sale transaction, upon approval by County Counsel.

6. Instruct the Auditor-Controller to deposit the sale proceeds into the appropriate Library
Fund as instructed by the CAO.
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PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The purpose of the recommended action is to convey title to the surplus real property  shown
on the attached map from the County to the District.

On November 13, 2001, your Board approved a 20-year lease from the City of Santa Clarita
for a new library facility known as the Canyon Country - Jo Anne Darcy Library.  This new
facility which was larger and more accommodating to the public needs was opened that same
month at which time the old library at 18536 Soledad Canyon Road was vacated and
determined to be surplus to the Public Library Department’s needs.  The Department of
Regional Planning and its Commission also determined that the County has no present or
foreseeable need for this property.

The District notified the County that it has a need for the property to provide special adult and
other various education programs to the community.

IMPLEMENTATION OF STRATEGIC PLAN GOALS

The Countywide Strategic Plan directs that we manage effectively the resources that we have.
The sale of surplus real property to another public agency to fill a public need is consistent with
that goal.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

The District has executed a Purchase and Sale Agreement to pay the County $350,000 in five
equal annual installments plus interest at the rate of 6 percent commencing July 1, 2003.  The
proceeds from the sale will be deposited in the appropriate Library Fund.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

The property is being conveyed subject to a deed restriction limiting the use to educational
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purposes.  Any other use will trigger an automatic reversion of the property back to the County.
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In consideration for the District’s agreement to limit the use of the property to educational
purposes and a reversionary right being granted to the County, the purchase price has been
discounted by 50 percent from the appraised fair market value of the property as determined
by the valuation staff of the CAO.

The property consists of approximately 22,500 square feet of land and is improved with a one-
story, masonry structure containing approximately 5,050 square feet which was built in 1970.

The property is zoned C-3 (Commercial, City of Santa Clarita) and has a highest and best use
for various commercial, retail and business purposes.

The new library located at 18601 Soledad Canyon Road currently consists of 12,500 square
feet of building space which is being leased from the City of Santa Clarita for the annual rent
of $1.00 which includes 20 paved parking spaces.

The conveyance of the old library property to the District is authorized by Section 25365 of the
California Government Code, and notification of your Board’s intended action has been
published in compliance with Government Code Section 6061.

The office of County Counsel has approved all documents as to form and the County’s title as
a saleable interest.

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION 

This activity is categorically exempt under Class 12 of the State CEQA Guidelines and the
revised Environmental Document Reporting Procedures and Guidelines adopted by your
Board.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

There will be no impact on those library services provided by the County since such services
are being provided by a larger more modern library in the immediate neighborhood.
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CONCLUSION

The Executive Officer/Board of Supervisors is requested to return to the CAO, Real Estate
Division, one stamped copy of this adopted Board letter, a copy of th published Notice of
Intention, and the original of all documents submitted for execution by the Chairman.

Respectfully submitted,

DAVID E. JANSSEN
Chief Administrative Officer 
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Attachments (3)

c: County Counsel
Assessor
Auditor-Controller
Public Library

HartHS-CCLibrary.b


















